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Sixth Step : Religious Teaching. 

We should consider not (1) the religious precepts which might possibly be con- 
nected with each one of the score of events narrated ; nor (2) the various teachings 
which the narrative really suggests ; but rather (3) the impression, so far as con- 
cerns the religious element in it, which the whole narrative produces. What, now, 
it this impression ? 



STUDY X.— DAVID'S REIGN ; 2 SAM. 7-12. 

Remarks : 1. It is to be kept in mind that the present work on this book of 
Samuel is merely preparatory to that which is to be done in later " studies." 

2. The study of a chapter without at least a general comprehension of the book is 

necessarily imperfect ; yet chapters must be studied in order that the gen- 
eral conception of the book may be gained. 

3. The true order is therefore : (1) study of the parts for the sake of the whole ; (2) 

study of the parts in the light of the whole. 

First Step : Chap. 7, yehovah's promise to David. 

1. Read the chapter, noting down, together with the verses which treat of the sub- 

ject, (1) the desire of David to build a temple ; (2) the prophet's attitude 
toward the undertaking ; (3) Jehovah's attitude ; (4) grounds for this atti- 
tude ; (5) Jehovah's promise to David ; (6) David's prayer and thanks- 
giving. 

2. Read the chapter a second time and select twelve words, expressions, or allu- 

sions which deserve special study ; examine such helps as may be within 
reach with a view to ascertain their meaning or force. 

3. Study more carefully the " message of Jehovah to David," noting (1) the differ- 

ence between the opinion uttered by the prophet and that with which he 
was sent by God to David ; (2) the contrast involved : thou shalt not build 
a house for me, but /will build a house for thee ; (3) the promise to estab- 
lish David's " seed " (v. 12) fulfilled in Solomon, in the kings of Judah who 
descended from David, in the Christ (Luke 1 : 31-33 ; Acts 2 : 29-31). 

4. Prepare a condensed statement of the contents of the chapter, which shall pre- 

sent the essential thought. 

Second Step : Chaps. S, 9, The growth of David's Kingdom. 

1. Read the section, noting down (1) the various foreign nations with whom he 

warred ; (2) the officers of his government ; (3) his generosity to Mephibo- 
sheth. 

2. Read the section again and examine the following words and expressions : 

(1) bridle of the mother city (8:1); (2) making to lie down on the ground (8:2); 
(3) brought presents (8:2); (4) houghed (8 : 4) ; (5) Syrians (8 : 5), their connec- 
tion with Israel before this time? their subsequent relations to Israel? (6) 
smiting in the valley of salt (8:13); cf. Ps. 60; (7) recorder (8:16); (8) 
Cherethites and the Pelethites (8 : 17) ; (9) priests (8 : 18) ; (10) dead dog (9:8); 
(n) at the king's table (9 : 13. 

3. Prepare a detailed outline of the matter in this section, and try to ascertain the 

number of years which have now passed since David came to the throne. 
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Third Step : Chap. 10:1-11:1, Wars with Amnion. 

i. Read the section, noting (i) the insult offered David's ambassadors by the 
Ammonites; (2) the first campaign ; (3) the third campaign, and the siege of 
Rabbah. 

2. Read the section again and study the following points : 

(1) Nahash (10 : 1), cf. 1 Sam. 11 ; (2) shaved off the one-half of their beards 
(10:4); (3) hired (10 : 6), see 1 Chron. ig:6(cf. other variations of text in 
this passage) ; {^entering in of the gate (10: 8), the difficulties here involved ; 
(5) time when kings go forth to battle (11 : 1), cf. 1 Chron. 20 : 1 ; (6) David 
tarried (1 1 : 1), why ? 

3. Prepare a condensed statement of the section, including also (1) an explanation 

of the repetition of the material here given and compare with 8 : 3-6 ; (2) an 
explanation of the relation of this section to the story of David's sin which 
immediately follows. 

Fourth Step: Chap. 11:2-27, David's Sin. 

1. Read the chapter, noting (1) David's adultery ; (2) the summoning of Uriah 

to Jerusalem ; (3) the circumstances of Uriah's death ; (4) the announce- 
ment of Uriah's death to David ; (5) the marriage of David and Bath-sheba. 

2. Read the chapter again and study the following expressions: (1) walked upon 

the roof (11 .-3) ; (2) Uriah the Hittite ; (3) sent and told David (n : 5) ; cf. 
Lev. 20 : 10 ; (4) mess of meat from the king's table (11:8); (5) went not down 
to his house (11 : 9) ; why? (6) Israel and Judah (11 : 11) ; what does this indi- 
cate as to the time of the writing of this book ? (7) made him drunk (ir : 13) ; 
for what purpose? (8) he smote Abimelech (11:21), cf. Judg. 9:50-54; (9) 
mourned for her husband ; cf. Gen. 50 : 10 ; 1 Sam. 31 : 13. 

3. Prepare a condensed statement of the contents of the chapter and add to it (1) 

an explanation of the fact that this narrative is altogether omitted in the 
book of Chronicles ; (2) the purpose of the writer of Samuel in presenting 
it ; (3) the relation of this event to the later history of David's life. 

Fifth Step : Chap. 12, David Rebuked and Repentant. 

1. Read the chapter, noting (1) the parable of Nathan ; (2) the application of the 

same to David ; (3) the sentence pronounced upon him ; (4) his confession ; 
(5) the death of the child ; (6) the birth of Solomon ; (7) the capture of 
Rabbah. 

2. Read the chapter again and examine the following words and expressions : (i)sent 

Nathan (12 : 1) ; (2) took the poor man's lamb (12 : 4) ; what is the real point of 
the parable? (3) fourfold (12 : 6); (4) I gave thee thy master's wives (12:8); 
(5) despised the commandment of the Lord (12 : 9) ; cf. Num. 15:3; 1 Sam. 23 : 
26; (6) the sword shall never depart from thine house ; how fulfilled? (7) take 
thy wives (12 : it) ; see 16 : 21, 22 ; (8) sinned against the Lord (12 : 13) ; cf. 
Ps. 51 132 ; (9) thou shall not die ; (10) that child shall surely die ; (n) the elders of 
his house (12 : 17) ; (12) anointed himself '(12 : 20) ; (13) I shall go to him (12 : 23) ; 
(14) Solomon (12 : 24) ; (15) Jedidiah (12 : 25) ; (16) Joab fought against Rabbah 
(12 : 26) ; the connection of this with 11 : 1 ; (17) king's crown (12 : 30) ; (18) 
put them under saws (12 : 31). 

3. Prepare a statement of the contents of the chapter, including also (1) a com- 

parison of David's confession of sin with that of Saul: 1 Sam. 15 ; (2) a 
statement of the relation existing between Ps. 51 and this passage. 
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Sixth Step : Classification, Organization, and Religious Teaching. 

1. Classify the material in your note-book, under the heads given in Study IX 

(p. 180). 

2. Arrange the headings and organize the matter according to the plan followed 

in Study IX (p. 180). 

3. Consider (1) how large a portion of the book is given to the account of David's 

sin, together with the evil consequences which followed it, and why this is 
so ; (2) the particular teaching, not the possible inferences, which this whole 
story was by the divine writer intended to convey. 



STUDY XL— ABSALOM'S REBELLION; 2 SAM. 13-18. 

Remarks: 1. The story of David's life as told in the Psalms is of equal impor- 
tance with that narrated in the historical books ; this will receive our atten- 
tion a little further along in our work. 

2. The private life of David stands closely connected with the history of the 

nation and the times. 

3. In all this study, try to read between the lines ; for we must remember that 

only the most fragmentary material has come down to us. 

First Step : Chaps. 13, 14, Family Troubles connected with Ammon and Absalom. 

1. Read the chapter, noting down in connection with the verses treating of each 

subject, (1) the outrage committed by Ammon ; (2) the vengeance taken by 
Absalom ; (3) the reception of the news by David ; (4) Absalom's flight ; (5) 
Joab's stratagem and Absalom's return ; (6) Absalom's person and family ; 
(7) Absalom's re-admission to David's presence. 

2. Read the chapters again and study more closely the following words and 

expressions : (1) one of the fools in Israel (13 : 13) ; (2) will not withhold me 
from thee (13 : 13) ; (3) garment of divers colors (13 : 18) ; (4) hold now your 
peace (13:20); (5) neither good nor bad (13 : 22) ; cf. Gen. 24:50; 31:24; (6) 
upon his mule (13 : 2g) ; (7) Talmai (13 : 37) ; (8) king's heart toward Absalom 
(14 : 1) ; (9) Tekoa (14 : 2) ; (10) two hundred shekels (14 : 26). 

3. Prepare a statement of the contents of the section, including also (1) an explana- 

tion of the connection between the contents of this chapter and those which 
precede and follow ; (2) a statement of the argument of the woman of Tekoa 
contained in verses 13, 14 ; and (3) an indication of the mistake made by 
David in his treatment of Absalom. 

Second Step : Chaps, jj : 1-16 : 14, Absalom's Rebellion and David's Flight. 

1. Read the chapters, noting (1) the preparations of Absalom for the rebellion ; (2) 

the conspiracy made public ; (3) the flight of the king from Jerusalem ; (4) 
the fidelity of Ittai ; (5) the ark returned to Jerusalem ; (6) Hushai sent 
back ; (7) the present of Ziba ; (8) the curse pronounced by Shimei. 

2. Read the chapter again and examine the following words and expressions : (1) 

beside the way of the gate (15 : 2) ; (2) stole the hearts (15 : 16) ; (3) forty years 
(15 : 7) ; (4) in Hebron (15 : 10) ; why was this place chosen? (5) let us flee 
(15 : 14); cf. Pss. 63, 3, 4, 26 ; (6) Gittites (15 : 18) ; (7) the brook Kidron (15 : 
23) ; (8) art thou not a seer ? (15 : 27) ; (9) the ascent of Mt. Olivet (15 : 30 ; (10) 
head covered, bare-foot (15 : 30) ; (11) say unto Absalom (15 : 34) ; the morality 



